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RESTLESS   WANDERERS   ON   THE   DRY   AND   DUSTY   ROADS    OF   INDIA

India, the native home of the true gipsy, has also its wandering tribes whose home is the
wayside.    Among them are the Banjaras, or Brinjaries, who used to be a tribe of grain-
carriers and grain-dealers, traveling from place to place.    Most of them are now merged
into the settled population, but some cannot forsake the life of the open road.

folk, with dark eyes and complexions,
teeth of dazzling whiteness, lithe sinewy
bodies and rather small hands and feet.

Some of them travel about in caravans,
the equipment of which always includes
a stove, with a chimney going through the
roof; but the natural dwelling of a gipsy
is a tent, oblong in shape and very simply
made. Two rows of long rods are stuck
into the ground opposite each other. The
tops are bent over till they meet, are tied
together, and then coarse brown cloths
are thrown over the whole, skewered to-
gether at the top and pegged down at the
bottom. In recent years we find many
gipsies traveling in motors rather than in
horse-drawn vehicles.

There used to be several open spaces in
London where gipsies congregated with
their caravans and tents in winter-time,
when the woods and commons of the
country had grown damp and cold; but,
both in town and country, the life has
lost much of its attraction of late years,
for policemen, educational authorities and
all kinds of inspectors make the gipsy
mode of living in the British Isles less
free and easy than it used to be.

On the continent of Europe there are
believed to be about three-quarters of a
million gipsies, the largest proportion be-
ing in Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria;
and there are immense numbers in Ar-
menia, Persia, Syria and other Asiatic
countries, as well as in Egypt, Algeria
and other parts of Africa.

There have been considerable .migra-
tions of gipsies to the Western hemi-
sphere. In America they are to be found
from Canada to Brazil, but most of all in
the United States," and there are scattered
bands of them even in Australia and New
Zealand. These newer and sparsely popu-
lated countries offer the gipsy folk less
scope for practicing deceptions on their
fellow-creatures, but they are far more
suitable for the genuine gipsy life of free,
unfettered wandering and camping under
the open sky than are the crowded lands
of Europe.

In the countries of Central and South-
eastern Europe the gipsies are famous for
their music, which is wild and wonderfully
effective. Their principal instrument is
the violin, and the great composer Liszt
called them the founders of the style of
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